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& source with good contacts in French official eircles reporhs that

the Christisn Soelalist Party held its last mesding In the home of Gaorge
Tabit, Jjust before the departure of Ilyas Harfush (leader of the Party

and omner of al-Hadith)for France’ The Party has not met sinee that date.

Three active mabers of the Party, As'ad Bustani (Deputy from ¥t. Lebanon),
Dr. Kasib Bez, and Yusuf Zikhyn, told source thet Harfush was anpowered

to get in touch with members of the Security Council in Paris, He is

%o inform the Council of the prevafiing situation in Lebanong reguest that
the Christian status of the country be preserved; and ask that Lebanon be
independent undar UN supervision. He was alsc to make clesr Lebmnon's
fear of the Arab League, and her complete opposition to the Greater Syria
plan. ’

The same source states that word has been received from Harfush indicating

that he had met high British, Americen, and French personslities who listened

"sympathetically” to his stabtements, 25X1A2g

25162 N cousent: NN o:strivuted con 30 Octover 1516,
states that Harfush left for Paris at the request of fmile Rdde
on 4 August 1948,

25X1X

& well-informed Lebanese Christlan states that the Christian Socgislist
Party has never amounted to anything; thet its handful of memboers are
people without influence; and that,since the departure of Harfush, the-
pariy has been dormant. 25X1A2¢g

25X1A6a comsent: [ cistetoutod 17 uay 1946,
reported the formation of a new party; the Righ al-

asihl al-Zshtiraki, or Christian Socialist Paxrty,
ich incorporated all the Ciristian sects into a
i tian front.

distributed 26 July 1946, stated that the
varnment had refused a license %o the Christian
Sbeialist Party in an attempt to prevent Christian-
slem antagoenism In Lebanon,
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